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Credulity has no limits 

Swedish ufology is in grave danger of be/ng relegated to the backyards of 
occultism and superstition. Last week l found on/y two Swedish t/ties on 
UFOs in the loca/ bookshop, one by contactee-enthustlast Sune Hjorth, the 
other by Rauni-Leena Luukanen, the abductee/contactee of Flnn/sh 
descent. 8oth were in the •astrology" department, and l cannot blame the 
bookshop for that c/assification. The authors deserve /t. 

The tide seemed to turn back in 1986-87 when Whlt/ey Strleber's books 
were translated into Swedish and became bestsellers. The sa/e of the 
remaining stock of the "Adamski-and-Fry" type of literature from the 
Parthenon book company a/so starled a renewed interest, not on/y In 
abductions, b ut in contactee-ism at /arge. Most people don 't recognlze the 
subtie differences between these two subsels of UFO storles. The strange 
and serious aspeels of the experiences reported, for instance, by Hopklns 
(- "lntruders" was a/so transialed into Swedish -) could, and should, be an 
intellectua/ challenge. Some of these abductlon vlctlms seem like sane 
and psychological/y non-disturbed people. 

A recent study in Russia (Australian UFO Bulletin, March 1992) showed 
that out of 106 contactees on/y FOUR qua/ifled as relative/y hea/thy, from 
a psychiatric-psychological-neurological point of view. l am certaln this 
resu/t would repeat ltseff if a similar study was made In Scandlnavla. 
Voluntary "contacts• with UFOs, space or astral belngs, often seem to fulif/l 
a deep-rooted psycholog/ca/ need, or is a campensatlon for somethlng 
gone amiss in that persons Iife. Without psychologica/ expertlze, or 
knowledge, if could take years for even a careful investigator to find out 
what real/y lies behind one single case. Most investigators don't have that 
integrity, and so more bad data is added to the UFO myth. 

The media market is now filled with books, magazlnes and videos that 
procla/m the truths of the contactees. We have seen stubborn enthuslast 
Sune Hjorth talking in staccato on Swedish television, open/y show/ng the 
Me/er photos of Semjaze from the Pleiades as "proof" of extraterrestrlals. 
We have seen Boris Jungkvist (once in the reasonable, down-to-earth 
camp assoc/ated with K. Gösta Rehn) with no hesitation state, on TV-3, that 
"Jesus was a spaceman", and repatriale Adamskl from out of the cold. 

People like Sten Lindgren (see AFU 35), Bertil Kuhlemann (once 
president of /CUR), Anders B. Johansson, Sören Broman, Juri Lina, 
Kristina Wennergren and Rauni-Leena Luukanen tour New Age centers, 
and innocent uninformed audiences all over the country, with their mlsh­
mash of New Age "love and light", right-wing ph/losophy and non-In­
vestigaled UFO storles that they heard In thlrd person and thought 
sounded like good tales to trade for money and tame. 

Tony Eckhardt (once another down-to-earth ufo/og/st) just released a 
video where contactees Sten Lindgren and Daniel Glantz, and an anony­
mous "UFO pilot'', are "interviewed" with no critical comment at all. As if 
this wasn't enough, Sweden is invaded by people like Howard Menger (in 
Jan. 1992) and Wendelle Slevens (coming now In Oct. 1992). 

Although they may be very different persons, these people all have in 
common that they openly and glad/y overrule, deny or - most often - shut 
their eyes to "negative" and critical information, presurnably to avoid the 
collapse of their own though systems. A serlous debate, with these 
people, on the principles of gathering and check/ng facts, is impossible 
since they don't understand what we are talk/ng about. 

The cultists impose a double respons/bility on us more fact-mlnded 
ufologists. First, we - endlessly - have to follow the dolngs of these people 
and, each time they make new revelations, point to fallac/es In the/r data, 
and in their theories. Secondly, serious ufologisfs should counter the 
cu/tists with their own positive, good and weil-researehed data. Un­
fortunately, too much time and energy goes into the first problem, whi/e 
the seeond suffers. 

Anders Liljegren 
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The Spiisbergen UFO crash/retrieval incident 
by Ole Jonny Brcenne 

For almost 40 years rumours have been around 
concerning a erashed flying saucer on the remote 
island of Spitsbergen. As the story goes, the 
wreckage was discovered by jet pi lots and later 
transporled to Narvik where an investigation 
allegedly uneovered a composition of unknown 
me tallic alloys -- and an extraterrestrial origin ... 

But what did really happen, if anything at al l, on 
this remote Island in, or around, June 1952 .. ? In this 
article we wi l l  fol low the story' s developmentthrough 
the years, with all the surrounding rumours, c hanges 
and misunderstandings. The article is a summary of 
a 38-page special issue of "UFO" (the periodical of 
UFO-Norway) devoted entirely to the Spitsbergen 
issue. 

Some of you are certainly familiar with the basic facts 
of the story, but for all of us to get weil acquainted with 
it, we' Il start off with the original source. We believe the 
first mention of a saucer crash on Spitsbergen is 
probably an article in a German newspaper, 
Saarbrucker Zeitung (1 h 28 Ju n e 1952, entitled "Auf 
Spitzbergen landete Fliegende Untertasse". We will give 
you an English translation of it, here: 

FLYING SAUCER LANDED ON SP/TSBERGEN 

The puzz/e final/y so/ved?- "Silvery disc with dome of 
prex/glass and 46 jets on the rim" - Sovlet orig/n? 

Narvik, mid-June. 

Norwegian jet planes had just starled this year's 
summer maneuvers over Spitsbergen. A squadron of 
six planes were approach/ng, at maximum speed, the 
Nordaustlandet, where units of the supposed 
opponent had been reported. The jets had just 
erossed over the Hinlopen Straits when crackling and 
rustling nolses cou/d be heard on all ear phones and 
radio receivers. Radio contact among the jets was no 
longer possible; all means of communication 
between the jets seemed to be out of order. The 
radar readin g, which had been show/ng "white" since 
from Narvik, was now on "red''. This indicated an 
alert, the approach of a meta/lic a/ien object 
equipped with a radio direction finder that had a 
different frequency from that of the fighters. 

Nevertheless, the high/y experienced pilots were 
ab/e to communicate with each other by means of 
circling and diving, so that each of them was aware 
of their common situation, each one searching the 
horizon with the ulmost attention. The six fighters 
cirled for some time not finding iJnyfhing that was out 
of the ordinary. 

By chance, Air Capta/n O/af Larsen happened to 

look down. lmmediately he starled to dive, followed 
by his squadron. On the white snowy landscape, the 
crusty surface of which had an lcy glitter, there was 
a meta/lic, glitter/ng circular dlsc of between 40 and 
50 meters diameter, which was even brighter than 
the icy snow. Between some wires and a fang/e of 
supporting struts in the middle, the remalns of an 
apparent/y part/y destroyed cockpit protruded. Whlle 
e/reling for 60 minutes, the jet pilots could nelther 
detect any sign of Iife nor determine the orig/n or 
type of the vehicle. Final/y, they took course for 
Narvik in order to report the/r strange flndlngs. 

!.dr;l>� morgen 7. juni l95Z. Nr. t57 lliltnpo([cn 2 j' 
__ . .  _ _ ____________ _ 

From June 1952 ad In a Norweglan newspaper, 
seeking technician for Luftforsvaret, the Air 
Force, which mainly flew short-range Vamplre 
jets. 

Just a few hours later, five big flying boats, 
equipped with landing skis, took off for the place of 
discovery. They landed sate/y next to the bluish stee/ 
disc, which was sitting in a bed of snow and ice of 
more than one meter's depth. 

"Undoubted/y on e of the intarnous flying saucers", 
claimed Dr. Norsel, a Norwegian rocket specialist, 
who had insisted on joining the flight. He a/so 
estab/Ished the reason why all means of 
communication of the fighter planes had broken 
down on entering the zone of the landing spot, and 
why the radar equipment had signaled alarm: a radio 
direction finder equipped with a plutonium core was 
undamaged and transmitting on all wave /engths at 
a frequency of 934 Hertz, which is not known by an y 
country. 

A precise inspection of the re mote-contro/led flying 



disc that landed on the Nordaustlandet of 
Spitsbergen due to interference problems, led to the 
foliow/ng indisputable Information: 

1. The flying object, whlch has a diameter of 48,88 
meters and slant/ng sides, Is round and was 
unmanned. 

2. The circular steel object, Is made out of an 
unknown meta/ compound, resembles a silver d/se. 
After lgnnlon, 46 automat/c jets, located at equal 
distances on the outer ring, rotate the disc around a 
plexiglassed center ball, that conta/n s measuring and 
control devices for remote control. 

3. The measuring instruments (gauges) have 
Russlan symbols. 

4. The action radlus of the disc seems to be more 
than 30.000 km, and the altitude over 160 km. 

5. The flying object, whlch resembles one of the 
/egendary "flying saucers", has sufficient room for 
high explosive bombs, posslbly nuclear bombs. 

The Norwegian specialists assumed that the disc 
had starled from the Sovlet Union and had gone 
down over Spitzbergen due to a m/stake in 
transmitting or recelving, being incapacitated 
because of the hard land/ng. The strange, remote­
controlled, unmanned jet plane w/Il be brought to 
Narvik on board a ship for turfher lnvestigation. After 
hearing of the descriptlon of the disc, the German V­
weapon designer Riedel stated: "That's a typical V-7 
on whose seria/ product/on l have worked myself'. 

• 

J.M.M. 

The author of the "Zeitung" artide - J.M.M. - has not 
been possible to track down. Newspaper archives have 
no information which can be of help to us. The very 
same article was also published by yet another 
newspaper, Berliner Volksblatt (2), on July 9, 1952. In 
early August 1 952, the story got another mention in the 
German periodical Der Flieger (3), in an artide by a Dr. 
Waldemar Beck. This mention probably spread the story 
to a far g reater audience, even carried by the AFP news 
service into the CIA archives (4). Later authors otten 
refer to the "Der Flieger'' version. 

There are several points in the "Zeitung" article which 
are quite interesting. They indude the speculation about 
a possible Soviet origin, and the fact that we get the 
names of two persons presurnably involved in the 
discovery and investigation of the disc itself - Air 
Captain Olat Larsen and Dr. NorseL This we must keep 
in mind as we proceed on our investigation. 

A few books that appeared in 1953-54, briefly 
mentioned the Spitsbergen story (5,6,7) . 

Additional information comes then to our attention 
through yet another German newspaper, the Hessische 
Nachrichten (8), which published this account on July 
26, 1 954: 

"FLYING SAUCERS" ARE NO FABLE 
Norwegian mllitary report of "unknown flying object'' 
on Spitsbergen 

On/y now a board of lnquiry of the Norwegian 
General Staff is preparing the publicat/on of a report 
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on the examinations of the remalns of a flying saucer 
erashed on Spitsbergen, presurnably some time ago. 
The chairman of the board, Colonel Gernod Damhyl, 
stated, during an lnstructlon lesson for Air Force 
officers: 

"The Spitsbergen crash was very rewardlng. True 
enough, our science still faces many rlddles. l am 
sure, however, that they can soon be solved by these 
remalns from Spitsbergen. A mlsunderstandlng 
developed, some time ago, when /t was stated that 
the flying d/se was probably of Sovlet or/gin. /t has • 

this we must state emphatlca//y - not been bullt by 
any country on earth. The materials are completely 
unknown to all experts, e/ther not to be found on 
Earth, or processed by physlcal or chemlcal 
processes unknown to us•. 

Accordlng to Colonel Dam hyl, the board of lnqulry 
is not going to publ/sh an extensive report unt/1 
"some sensations/ facts" have been dlscussed with 
experts from the USA and Great Britain. "We must te/l 
the public what we know about the unknown flying 
objects. A misplaced secrecy may we/l one day /ead 
to panic!" 

The North Pole, base for unknowns? 

The Norwegian fighter pilots, L/eutenant Brobs and 
L/eutenant Tyllensen, who, since the Spltsbergen 
event have been ass/gned as observers of the polar 
area, e/alm that, contrary to American and other 
sources, the flying d/ses have a/ready /anded 
repeatedly in the northem polar zone. 

"l believe that the polar area Is an air base for the 
unknowns. Especially dur/ng snow and Iee storms, 
when we, with our machlnes, must retreat to our 
base, it is my bel/et that the flying objects take 
advantage of this to make /andlngs. l have, short/y 
after such bad weather conditlons, seen them land 
and take off three t/mes", sa/d L/eutenant Tyllensen. 
"/ not/ced then, that hav/ng /anded, they execute a 
very speedy rotation around the/r axis. Dur/ng fllght, 
and take off, or land/ng, the brilliant light prevents 
any view of the events behlnd this wall of br/11/ance 
and on, or inside, the flying object itseff. • 

Enough of physical evidence 

C o/on e/ Damhyl thlnks that, with/n the next twelve 
months, a solution to these technlcal problems w/Il 
be found, or, at /east, science will be on the right 
frack towards solving the UFO problem. "We now 
have material at hand, on which we can start. That 
means laboratorles can start the work right away and 
they might give us preliminary resu/ts short/y. 
Norwegian scientists thlnk that the material from 
Spitsbergen can on/y g/ve away /ts secrets by nuc/ear 
crushing; this because /t does not change either at 
absolute zero, when air is 1/quif/ed, or at the highest 
temperatures technical/y posslble with our 
technology. A/so, every chem/ca/ treatment has been 
tried. Scientific results will on/y be released 
subsequent to a UFO conference In London or 
Washington." 



The communication from Swedish TV-set owners, 
that the/r reception recent/y was interfered with every 
time flying saucers were reporled over norlhern 
Sweden, eaused sensation in circles of the 
Norweglan board of lnquiry. In consequence of this 
Co/onel Damhyl hopes, sooner or later, to frack 
down the communicatlon system of unknown flying 
objects. 

Sven Thygesen 

A Iot of people will think that this definitely is a 
change for the better! The wreckage is no longer of a 
possible Soviet origin, but extraterrestrial. And we also 
got additional narned persons lnvolved: Chairman of the 
board Colonel Gernod Darnhyl (misspelled DarnQ)'I by 
several later sources), and Norwegian Lieutenants Brobs 
and Tyllensen. Sven Thygesen, the author of the 
"Nachrichten" article, is another person we haven't been 
able to track down. Yet, in this case we have a name, 
not just initials. 

Swedish space journalist Eugen Semitjov drew 
this fantasy of how he thought witnesses in Wolin, 
Poland experienced the landing of a disc-shaped 
object with big Russian letters painted on the 
cabin, on Ju ly 31, 1953. The case may be another 
journalistic hoax. 

Later this same year a new twist to the Spitsbergen 
story appears in the Norwegian newspaper Verdens 
Gang (9), published on DecembeJ: 19, 1954. 

lt goes like this: 
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SOUTH-AMERICAN REPORT OF FLYING SAUCER IN 
NORWAY! 

Contradiets Information of 1t hav/ng Russlan wrltlng 

The Uruguayan newspaper "El Naclonar of 
Montevideo has recent/y, with b/g fuzz, brought a 
message "about the Norweg/an scientist Hans Larsen 
Leberg's dlscovery of a flying saucer on Hel/go/and". 
/t cancerns, says the newspaper, the same flying 
saucer that "was reporled to have fallen down lnto 
the mountains of Spitsbergen In August 1952". 

Mr. Larsen Leberg says that this saucer In reality 
erashed (fel/ down) on Hellgoland (HA/ogaland -
Helge/and?) which is a smali lsland In the Norlh Sea 
(Nordsjeen), used as a submarine base by the 
Germans dur/ng the war. Of Hans Larsen Leberg Is 
said that he won a prize In phys/cs In Hungary. The 
newspaper a/so features his plcture. (Edltor/AFU: Du e 
to it's bad qua/ity the plcture cannot be reproduced 
here, but if deplcts a sm/1/ng, mlddle-aged man In 
suit and tie.) 

Larsen Leberg a/so retracts the rumour that the 
saucer was supposed to have Russlan wrltlng. lt had, 
he says, a diameter of 91 feet and a thlckness on the 
middle of about 70 feet. In the spaceshlp's contra/ 
room they found a number of push-buttons. 1t was 
deduced that lt could trave/ a/ded by the magnet/c 
forces that hold the planets In the/r position In space, 
and these forces are controlied by sa/d buttons. They 
found no engine in the spaceshlp, nor cou/d they 
discover an y rivets, fuses or botts. The outer surface 
was shiny and transparent. 

Pills and heavy water 

The material used was as light as alumlnum, but 
very mu ch harder, and probably much heat-reslstant. 
Of the things found in lts lnterlor, they notlced some 
wafer that was three t/mes as heavy as normal water, 
and a few pills which were taken to be food. There 
was a/so an apparatus whlch probably was a radio. 
lt was quite small and had no antenna. They a/so 
found some books, probably navlgatlonal 
instructions, in a completely unknown writlng. The 
doors of the spaceship were open. Just Inside of the 
doors were 7 bodies, burned beyond recognltlon. 
Scientists are of the opinion, accordlng to Larsen 
Leberg, that the bodles were of men at the age of 
between 25 and 30 years, about 1,65 m tall. All had 
perfeet sets of teeth. 

Beam-gun 

Dr. Hans Larsen Leberg could a/so te/l about the 
finding of a complete/y unknown weapon, a beam­
gun which used magnet/c rays. This gun, he thlnks, 
explains a number of strange Incidents In the USA. In 
Wyoming, Ok/ahoma City, Pittsburg and New York 
wlndows were broken, for unexplalned reasons, on 
thousands and thousands of cars. And if must be 
obvious, he says, that the young pilot Mantel/, who 
dur/ng a flight reporled on radio that he had 



encountered a flying saucer and short/y thereatter 
erashed In pursuit of if, must have been shot down 
by this beam-gun. 

Crew burned to death 

The reason for the crash of this saucer, he 
thought, had to be that if was affected by the 
American hydrogen-bomb explosion. The materfal of 
the spaceshfp, and its apparatus, resisted the 
enormous heat, but the crew burned to death. The 
newspaper which picked up the story in Brazil, 
admits that if sounds fantastic, but draws attention to 
if not hav/ng been official/y denied! 

VG has lnvestfgated, in Oslo, whether there is a 
scientist by the name of Hans Larsen Loberg, but 
everyone queried, and who ought to know about h lm, 
says that the name is complete/y unknown. 

Obviously, somebody is mixing two different versions 
of the story, here. We are told that the saucer didn't fall 
on Spitsbergen, but on the German is land of Helgoland, 
in the North Sea. We are also given information about 
a magnetic beam-gun, heavy water, pills as food, books 
with unknown writing . . .  and dead bodies. None of this 
has previously figured in our sources. 

In addition we get to know yet another person by 
name: the Norwegian scientist Hans Larsen L0berg. He 
becomes person number 7 in this jigsaw. The 'Verdens 
Gang" article refers to al'l Uruguayan newspaper, El 
Naclonal (10), which, again, has a Brazilian source. Our 
South American contacts have not yet been able to get 
hold of this article, but we have managed to track down 
the first mention of the Helgoland story, as published in 
Sir (11), September 1954: 

FIRST REPORT ON THE CAP TU RED FLYING SAUCER! 
by E. W. Grentell 

On a tfny Island In the North Sea off the German 
coast, a secret investigation is in progress to 
determlne whather hydrogen bomb explosions in the 
Paclfic Ocean knocked a flying saucer to earth. 
Prelfmfnary flndings were revea/ed recent/y in Oslo, 
Norway, by Dr. Hans Larsen Loberg, a retired 
Norwegian scientist, who said investigators have 
already made some startling discoveries. 

In his report, Dr. Lobarg said the mysterious 
cracking and shaffer/ng of automobile windshie/ds in 
several U.S. cifles a few months ago may be 
explalned when results of the investigatlon are In. 
Because, he added, the grounded saucer is reporled 
to carry f/ring instruments capab/e of shattering glass 
with magnetic rays. 

The saucer came down on Heligoland, a small 
Island which the Germans used as a U-boat base 
during World War l. Since the Island is only a speck 
of land in a /arge body of water, Dr. Loberg belleves 
the disk was forced to earth when H-bomb blasts 
created conditlons of atmospheric pressure that 
made fllght impossib/e. 

/t was not a erash-u p, and In vestigafors found most 
of the saucer's instruments in good condition. On 
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ground n ear the sh/p were found the bodles of seven 
men, all burned beyond recognltlon. They may, or 
may not, have been passengers aboard the welrd 
flying craft. 

Dr. Loberg, one-tlme wlnner of the Hungarian 
P hysles Award, sa/d descriptive detalls of the saucer 
were to/d h/m by a fellow-scientlst who is with the 
invest/gating team on Hel/go/and. 

If magnet/c rays from the flying saucer shattered 
auto windshields, then pol/ce in several American 
cifles wi/1 c/ose the books on a case wh/ch drove 
them to the boillng point a few months ago. lt all 
began in the city of Bellingham, Washington, where 
horrlfled cit/zens learned that, in one week's time, 
1500 automobiles had turned up with cracked 
windsh/elds • and no one cou/d explaln the reason 
why. Bellingham's 34000 people began to wonder If 
ghosts had invaded the/r midst. Even house and 
store windows s/ithered into bits. The windsh/elds at 
t/mes cracked up while cars were In motion, but no 
one could pin down any concrete cause. 

While the astoundlng story made headllnes 
throughout the US, Bellingham's city offle/als were 
dodging trantic citfzens, po/lce were going crazy, and 
/ocal glass manufacturers were making a fortune. 
Then windshields began fall/ng apart In Wyoming, in 
Oklahoma City, in Pittsburgh and final/y In New York 
City. Nobody, not even glass experts, could come up 
with a reasonab/e explanatlon. 

The saucer's magnet/c ray gun, whlch Dr. Loberg 
believes respons/b/e for all the dlslntegratlng glass, 
may a/so provide a solution to yet another mystery • 

an airplane crash near Fort Knox. Ky., on January 7, 
1948. On that day an unldentlffed object was slghted 
over Goodman Air Force Base at Fort Knox by both 
military and clvilian observers. Air Force Capta/n 
Thomas K. Bandeli (obviously a m/sprint for Mante/1-
0JB), flying his plane over the base, radloed the 
Goodman tower and reporled the object was 
traveil/ng at halt his speed. 

"l'm c/osing in now to take a good look, • he 
reported. "lt's dlrectly ahead of me and still movlng 
at about halt my speed. This thlng looks metall/c and 
of tremendous s/ze ... lt's going up now and forward 
as fast as l am. That's 360 m/les per hour ... l'm going 
up to 20000 feet and If l'm no c/oser 1'11 abandon 
chase.• 

The time was 1:15 P.M. and that was the last radio 
contact Bandeli had with the Goodman tower. 
Several hours later, his body was found In the 
wreckage of his plane near the base. 

If the Hellgoland saucer's magnet/c ray gun Is in 
good condition, if may reveal the power to shatter 
airplanes as we/l as glass. 

Dr. Loberg contends the craft apparent/y landed 
under guidance of its own instruments and the 
fnvestigators studled if at a d/stance for two days 
before risking c/oser observation. The area where the 
saucer came down was bombarded with cosmfc rays, 
Gelger counters and other protective dev/ces before 
fnvestfgatfon began. 

The seven charred bodfes found around the saucer 
are yet unldentified. Thefr clothfng was burned away 



comp/ete/y and there were no c/ues to indicate 
whether they were passengers aboard the craft, or 
whether they were Heligo/and residents ventured too 
c/ose to the saucer too soon. Curiously, all seven 
men seemed to be from 25 to 30 years of age and of 
the same helght - about 5 feet B inches. All had 
excellent teeth. 

lnvest/gators have one theory: That the seven men 
were passengers who were consurned by fire inside 
the descanding ship. The blaze had been eaused by 
sudden changes in atmospheric pressure condltions 
inside the saucer's hermetically sealed cabin. Atop 
the craft was a trap-door through which the seven 
bodies could have been thrown by the impact of 
landing. 

Even more curious were the ship's measurements. 
/t was 91 feet in diameter and the cabin 70 feet high. 
In fact, all dimensions were dividable by seven. On 
the control board were a series of push-buttoms, but 
investigators are still studying the interior mechanism 
to /earn what propelled the saucer in flight. 

Dr. Loberg's theory is that the disk may have 
travelied by harnessing magnetic Iines of force w h ich 
scientists know encircle the nine planets of the solar 
system. He points out that there was no motor and 
no propeller, but if magnetic force is invo/ved, the 
saucer would move just as a nail moves when 
approached by a magnet. 

The landing gear reserobled a tripod of three meta/ 
cylinders which would revo/ve in an y direction. There 
were no bolts, rivets or screws on the saucer and in 
the construction were found two meta/s which are 
entirely unknown to scientists. Outer meta/ of the 
ship was light in weight and reserobled aluminum, 
but /t was so hard that even 15,000 degress 
Fahrenhelt could not me/t /t down. Two men cou/d 
easily lift one side of the saucer. 

Although /t was not immediately estab/ished that 
the seven burned men were former passengers of 
the ship, in vestigafors found equipment inside which 
definite/y reserobled living quarters! We/l-ene/osed 
bunks were ingenious/y placed on one side of the 
cabin's interior. 

A liquid resembling wafer but almost three times as 
heavy as normal drink/ng water, was found in two 
small containters. On a wall-braeket was a tu be filled 
with a /arge number of pills, possibly tabulaled food. 

The saucer's radio, which had no tubes, no wires 
and no aerial, was about as small as a king-size 
cigarette package. Pamphlets and book/ets, which 
seem to deal with navigation problems, were a/so 
found but investigators are still trying to decipher the 
script used in the text. 

Dr. Loberg emphasized that when the Heligo/and 
investigation is completed, the report wi/1 add a new 
chapter to flying saucer history. 

Where, or by whom, these two stories have been 
mixed up, will possibly be a Iot easier to determine 
when we get the South American articles, but it is quite 
clear that we are dealing with two �ifferent stories. 

Now, if we move forward in time to November 1956, 
we find t hat the Dutch magazine UFO-Gids (12) publish, 
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with minor changes, almost the same text as the 
"Hessische Nachrichten". But the Dutch magazine does 
not credit "Hessische Nachrichten" for the story. lnstead, 
it gives "Stuttgarts Dagblad" for September 5, 1 955, as 
it's source. 

In later accounts, StuttgarterTageblatt ( 1 3) has been 
alleged to have been the origin of the Darnhyl version, 
a story which surfaced already in 1 954. Obviously, 
someone tried to 'germanize' "Stuttgarts Dagblad", and 
didn't care too much for investigating his source. 

Non-existent newapaper 

Several authors has used "Stuttgarter Tageblatr' as a 
source for the Spitsbergen story, which is, in fact, a 
non-existent newspaper! Neither CENAP nor other 
researchers have ever found any trace of such a 
newspaper, or even such an article published on, or 
around, the date given by UFO-Gids. Actually, 
"Stuttgarts Dagblad" may simply mean "a newspaper 
from Stuttgart" in Dutch. 

The story goes on, and in 1966 Frank Edwards' book 
Flying Saucers - Serlous Business ( 1 4) is published. 
Edwards claims to have been in contact with a member 
of the Norwegian board of inquiry. We will bring the 
relevant section here: 

"In 1954 when l wrote to a member of the Norwegian 
Board of lnquiry which had investigated the Spitsbergen 
case, l received, after four months, a cryptic reply: 'l 
regret that it is impossible .for me to respond to your 
questions at this time.' Could he, then, answer my 
questions at so me other time? To that inquiry l received 
no reply. l am recovering from the shock." 

This alleged centact can not be regarded as anything 
but an attempt to make the story "better''. He does not 
name his alleged contact, and copies of the letters, 
which would have been natural to include in his book, 
never surfaced. 

New twists to the story 

In 1968, Arthur Shuttlewood's book Warnlngs From 
Flying Friends (1 5) was published. Here he recounts an 
artide by Bruce Sandham, "Invasion from Space" (1 6). 
Sandham says that a Catalina flying boat, not six jets, 
discovered the object, and he gives May 1 952 and not 
June 1952 as the date. Where he got his information 
from we don't know. Obviously it is yet another ''twisf' to 
the story. 

Through the years the Spitsbergen story has featured 
in a number of books and magazine articles - so many 
that in this article we can only deal with the most 
important ones - the ones that added new info, or 
confusion .. . 

Oh yes, confusion. More of that is added in 1 986 by 
William Steinman in his book UFO Crash At Aztec (1 7). 
First of all he gets the Spitsbergen and Helgoland 
stories mixed up. He says that seven dead beings were 
found near the Spitsbergen saucer. He also gives us 
new "data" in that the pilot who first discovered the 
saucer, and reported his find, never came back. 

The latest article l will discuss here is "New 
Information on The Spitzbergen Saucer Crash" by 



Will iam L. Moore, in Focus 5 (18), dat ed Dec 31, 1990. 
In this article, Moore includes a translation of a French 
newspaper article which appeared in the Oct 15, 1954 
edition of Le Lorrain (19). 

lt tells of a Swiss report published by DAT. 
(Territorial Air Defence) on flying saucers, describing 
WW2 Schriever/Habermohi/Miethe nazi saucer 
experiments. Claiming the Spitsbergen wreckage was 
one such saucer, it was "recovered by Canadian 
commandos". William L. Moore has quite clearly not 
done his homework, stating that ''this account remains 
the best and most authoritative explanation l've heard 
so far for the Spitzbergen saucer crash rumours". 

This is, basically, the Spitsbergen UFO crash/retrieval 
story as of today. Now we can either Jet it keep 
wandering from magazine to magazine as endless 
rehashes, or we can do a little basic research & 
investigation to check the story out. What l will do now, 
is to tell you what investigation others have done, what 
investigation l have done myself, and finally we will 
concentrate ou r attention on the Norwegian air force jets 
around the winter 1951/spring 1952 period. 

If we look at page 118 of Robert G. Girard's An Early 
U.F.O. Scrap Book (20), we find an undated newspaper 
clipping which is very interesting. lt tells what the "Der 
Flieger" article said about the incident, and included that 
"Norwegian Air Force headquarters denied all 
knowledge of the report and said it never had heard of 
'Dr. Norsel'". This clipping is probably dated around 
August-September 1952. · 

Spitsbergen facts 

Svalbard is a group of several Islands, six of 
which are fair ly large. The group lies between 
76• and 81• N, about 930 km north of Trom­
se. The Islands belong to Norway since 1920. 
They cover an area of about 62.000 km2, and 
are mostly covered by ice and snow. There 
are no trees, but in fact 125 species of extra 
tough arctic growths. The highest mountain is 
Mt. Newton, rising to 1.700 meters. 

The Hlnlopen Straits, place of the al leged 
crash, separates the Islands of Spitsbergen 
and Nordaustlandet. The straits are going 
NNW, between 79• and so· N. The straits are 
120 kms Iong and 10 km broad, at the narrow 
point. 

The number of people living on Svalbard 
today is 3.500. In the 1950s, population num­
bered some 1.500. Norway and the Sovlet 
Union has an agreement on coal mining on 
these Islands. Most people living here are 
working in the mines. In later years, tourist 
traffic has increased noticeably, due to the 
beautiful nature of these arells. 
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In 1954, the Norwegian newspaper ''Verdens Gang" 
made inquiries, in Oslo, about the name of Hans Larsen 
L0berg (as we remember, involved with the Helgoland 
story), but everyone asked, who ought to know about 
such a man, stated that the name was completely 
unknown. 

American inqulries 

According to the book The UFO Evldence (21), 
NICAP wrote to the Norwegian Embassy in 1958, 
receiving this reply: "Our Air Force's UFO material is 
mainly of security graded nature and cannot be put to 
the disposal of NI CAP". l have not seen the letter myself. 
This letter has been used as evidence of a secret 
classification of the Spitsbergen incident report and 
analyses, but the letter does in fact not mention that 
case specifically, but UFO-related documents generally. 
And UFO-related material being classified at that time, 
ties in with my own research. 

According to the Condon report, Sclentlflc Study of 
Unidentified Flying Objects (22), "it seems weil 
established that this story has no basis in fact". 

Further inquiries in Norway 

A Norwegian researcher, Arne 80rcke, visited the 
Ministry of Defence in late 1973. There, he was able to 
sift through all the material they had about this case. 
Ever since the story surfaced in 1952, they had received 
numerous letters from interesled persons of all 
categories. But the Ministry had no knowledge of such 
an incident having taken place. (23) 

Another Norwegian, Jon-lngar Haltuff, determined in 
1978 that the original story was an impossibility, 
physically as weil as political ly (24). Kevin D. Randle, a 
very eminent researcher, was of the opinion that the 
story is a hoax (25). Margaret Sachs, in her book The 
UFO Encyclopedia (26), writes that "although rumors 
continue to circle about the alleged Spitsbergen crash, 
no conclusive evidence has been presenled to support 
the story". 

My own research consists of sitting through the entire 
1952 edition of "Svalbardposten", the local newspaper 

for Svalbard/Spitsbergen. There was no mention at all of 

any saucer crash! Neither were there any such story in 
any of Norway's main newspapers: ''Aftenposten", 
"Morgenblader', "Morgenposten", or "Verdens Gang", in 

1952. l a/so checked all editions of Hvem Er Hvem (27) 

for the period 1912-1984, the Norwegian equivalent of 
"Who's Who". None of the names mentioned in 
connection with our story figured in any of these 

editions. 
In correspondence with the Defence Museum in Oslo 

(28,29,30) du ring 1990-91, l determined that they have 
no knowledge of any of the names involved. They do 
not consider it Iikeiy that Norwegian jets could have 
operaled around Svalbard in 1952. 

The Press and Information Division of the Norwegian 
High Command do not have any papers on the 
Norwegian pilots and military personell al legedly 
involved in the story. They do, however, have data on 
all those officers who did exist. 



Norwegian jet fighters 

Then we come to the aircraft. According to all the 
versions, except the one by Bruce Sandham, the 
wreckage was discovered by jet pilots. The only jet 
fighters in the Norwegian Air Force in 1951-52 were De 
Haviiiand OH 100 Vampires (in three versions: FMK3, 
FBMK52 and TMK55), and Republic F-84 Thunderjets 
(in two versions: F-84E and F-84G). 

According to my correspondence with the Defence 
Museum (30) as weil as the available literature (for 
instance, 31), the Vampire jets were stationed at 
Gardermoen AFB (a bo ut 50 km north of Oslo). With an 
action radius of only 980 km, we can definitely rule 
these out. 

F-84 of the Norwegian Air Force. 

Our last, and only (!),alternative is then the F-84. Six 
F-84E's we re deliver ed on September 1 O, 1951, and 
were included in Squadron 334 at Sola (outside 
Stavanger). These were the only F-84E's delivered to 
the Norwegian Air Force. Du ring the spring and summer 
of 1952 Norway received twentyfive F-84G's. 200 were 
delivered, in all, with deliveries completed in 1955. F-
84G had an action radius of 1610 km, so this looks 
promising. But still it fails to fultill our wishes. Why? 

Because, according to research done in part by the 
author and by Anders Liljegren, the airtieids in northern 
Norway were either too short, or going through 
extensive upgrading to meet the new NATO standard. 
All F-84 aircraft were stationed in the southern part of 
Norway at the time, and then the action radius becomes 
to short. In addition, it was said that the aircraft circled 
around the saucer wreckage for almost an hour, so 
anyone can see the hopelessness in this. 

Conclusion 

The conclusion therefore has to be that the 
Spitsbergen story (and the Helgoland story too, for that 
matter) is nothing but a classic H-0-A-X' The original 
authors, mainly J. M. M. and Sven Thygesen (if that was 
their real names), had a cursory knowledge of 
Norwegian military aircraft, but far from good enough. 

Even if this case does not hold any water, J will 
venture my way with a little prophecy: This story will, 
with great certainty, continue to be the subject of books 
as weil as magazines during the 1990s. There will 
always be "researchers" who think this story deserves 
their enthusiastic attention, and cannot settie down with 
factual arguments which clearly show the story to Jack 
any basis in reality. 
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"We must follow where the ev/dence trall /eads 
even If it is dragg/ng us, serearn/ng and k/ck/ng, 
away from ou r fondest hopes and dreams. • 

Jenny Randles In "Mind monsters". 1990. 
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Postscript to Spitsbergen 
by Anders Liljegren 

Not much remains to be said after Ole Jonny 
Brcennes eminent compilation of sources on the 
Spitsbergen legend. The bibliography of the original 
Norwegian text refers to no less than 165 sources. A few 
pieces, however, remain to be laid out for the puzzle to 
be more complete: 

1. The "original" artides in 1952-54 bear much 
likeness to the modern tabloid storles of "impossible 
phenomena" that now invade ufology in the West (and 
the East1). To a casual, non-enthused, reader the small 
details of these stories often ring a warning bell. The 
enthusiast, however, blindfolds him/herself from the 
questionable, tiny bits of information. When, for 
instance, "Sven Thygesen" (se Brcenne's article) reports 
on interferences noted by north-Swedish TV set owners 
in the summer of 1954, "Thygesen" obviously hasn't 
done his hornework very weil. The first small chain of 
Swedish TV transmitters were not put in to operation 
unt/1 1956 and then on/y in the southern, more 
populaled areas ... ! 

2. The Spitzbergen and Helgoland yarns (as weil as 
the WWII nazi saucer saga and other similar mythic 
legends) can never be understood without a look at the 
sources and the culture that provide inspiration. 

1952 (when the Spitzbergen story first surfaced) was 
a particularly tense year in Europe. In June the Soviet 
Union shot down a Swedish DC-3 radio/radar 
reconaissance aircraft over the Baltic (the plane & crew 
are still missing, but Russia recently admitted guilt) and 
also shot down a Swedish Catalina search-plane on a 
search mission for the DC-3. These, and similar 
incidents, hightened tensions in central Europe and ''the 
northern theatre". 

There were several saucer stories published that 
more-or-less attributed saucers to the Kremlin. 
Particularly interesting, in connection with Spitsbergen, 
is the sighting of East German mayor Oskar Linke in 
the spring of 1952, published only weeks after the 
Spitsbergen yarn. 'W hen l saw this object, l immediately 
thought that it was a new Soviet military machine", Linke 
stated in a report that went to the CIA. 

In the summer of 1953 Danish sources speculated 
about a Russian saucer base 1n the Arctic. In October 
1952 the Norwegian marine base at Horten and the 
Oslofjorden estuary was reportedly violated by an 
airship "of unknown construction". The Swedish air force 
had a series of unknown blips ("angels", Russians, or?) 
on their Baltic radar scopes in 1952-53, particularly after 
the Washington radar cases and the U.S. wave noted by 
most European papers. 

As with the Nazis, a decade before, the extreme 
secrecy of communism led to much unfounded 
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speculation. For instance, in June 1955 the American 
"Aero Digest" spread the rumour that the Russians had 
successfully developed a photon rocket and was now 
testing it from submarines. 

This was the environment where rumour easily got a 
starting point and where even outlandish stories got a 
hearing. Loren Gross reports (UFO's: a history: 1953: 
Aug-Dec, p.5) of Russian use of disinformation to 
spread rumours of ray weapons and flying saucers in 
central Europe. 

3. The Spitsbergen story was, from the start, 
emphatically denied by Norwegian authorities, but 
denials usually have no hearing in the UFO community. 
Loren Gross notes (UFO's: a history. 1952; June-July 
20th, p. 31}, based on Blue Book files, that the U.S.Air 
Attache in Oslo was asked to confirm the incident. The 
Norwegian Air Force intarmed the attache that the 
saucer story was "definite/y ta/se•. 

This exchange was also reported In the Norweglan 
newspaper Morgenposten (Oct 27, 1952) where major 
Ole Mehn-Andersen of Luftforsvarets Overkommando 
(LOK) stated, as an example of saucer sensations 
created by the newspapers, that "one evening l had a 
telephone call from a foreign embassy which had been 
given the sensational news that a ''flying saucer" had 
landed on Svalbard and had been investigated by a 
professor Norsel ... " 

4. Finally, let me add yet one more ''twist" to the 
Spitzbergen legend as told in a letter written to AFU 
associate Ake Franzen (Stockholm) on Nov. 11, 1968. 
The author is a certain B.S. (full name known) of 
stockhol m: 

"The case of the Norwegian fighter pilot. A Norwegian 
tigheter pilot on reconnaissance over Spitsbergen, 
reported to his base in northern Norway, that he had 
sighted a saucer that had landed on Spitsbergen. The 
message, received by the control tower, is quickly 
spread among the base personnel. The pilot had taken 
a close look at ''the saucer''. A unconditional secrecy 
was ordered among the staff of the tower, but it was too 
late." 

"The pilot does not return, but is believed- by the staff 
not associated with those in the tower - to have landed 
at another base. Friends of the pilot start Ieoking for 
their mate, but he has disappeared without a trace. He 
is even lett out of all the papers, and when his friends 
visit his home district, his name is no longer in the 
parish register. The story has been given me personally 
by a Norwegian air mechanic who did his military 
service at the base at the time of the incident. 
Personally, l ask the question: Is this disappearance du e 
to actions by Norweg1an defence, or are the UFOs 
behind it?" 

When Håkan 8/omqvist, in 1986, enquired "B.S." for 
further details, he got a very, very strange reply that 
indicated some kind of mental aberration with the 
reporter. 

/t is obvious that the Spitsbergen story, in some 
quarters, has taken on the qua/ity of a modern, urban 
legend, embroidered with each telling of the ta/e. 
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R ussian UFO investigators in Stockholm 
by Clas Svahn 

Two investigators from the R ussian Academy of 
Sciences UFO-group visited Sweden last 
December. AFU's and UFO-Sweden's cha irma n 
Clas Sva hn had a five hour discussion with the 
gentlemen, in Stockholm, the focus of whic h 
was turned on future cooperation and 
methodology in UFO resea rch. UFO-Sweden's 
director for contacts with Eastern Europe, Mats 
Ni lsson, a lso attended the meeting . The 
R ussia n scientists are reg ular visitors to the 
Esra nge space research site in northern 
Sweden. 

For the first time ever Swedish UFO researchers 
have started a mutual cooperation with Russian 
scientists working with UFO investigations in the 
former Eastern block. An informal meeting was 
held in Stockholm on December 15 ,  1 991 . 

The scientists, professors Sergey Chernouss 
and Vladimir Pivovarov1 are both working with the 
Polar Geophysical Institute near Murmansk, and 
are members of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. They are also members of a group of 1 5  
scientists from the Academy focusing on UFO 
reports. 

- Our committee investigates 1 0- 1 5  cases each 
year. We try to pick the most spectacular ones, 
says Chernouss, who himself investigates two or 
three of them . 99 per cent of the cases get a 
satisfactory explanation, according to professor 
Chernouss: 

- Most of them are related to human activities in 
near space. Rocket launches, of which many are 
made in Russia, l ies behind most of them. The 
remainder - one per cent - lack enough 
information to be evaluated. 

- When we do investigations we no longer 
restrict ourselves to mere statements from the 
observer. That is not a very fruitful way to work. 
l nstead we focus on tangible evidence such as 
fi lms and pictures. 

All-sky cameras record la unches 

The Academy UFO group has access to several 
al l-sky cameras used for scientific purposes, such 
as recording northern lights. If a significant 
sighting takes place near one of the cameras, the 
film is scrutinized. This far, no proof of any UFOs 
have turned out from that research. 



- lt is an interesting fact that the only cameras 
that do record mysterious l ights are the ones 
placed near densely populated areas, or near 
cosmodromes. We have, for example, similar 
cameras in the Antactic zone but they never 
record anything more mysterious than ord inary 
polar lights. 

Professor Chernouss sees this as an indication 
of the human origin of most so called UFOs, and 
he remembers several "classic" cases that have 
turned out to be racket launches viewed under 
extraordinary conditions. 

The Tblisi pilot sighting 

One farnous example is the so cal led Tblisi 
sighting , where a Soviet commercial airl iner's crew 
and passengers observed a strange l ight during a 
flight from Tblisi to Tall inn in Esthonia, on Sept 7, 
1 984 (see our review of misidentified Russian 
racket shots in AFU Newsletter 31 pp. 2-6, 
unfortunately on in Swedish - the case was widely 
reported in western media, in January ,  1 985) . 

The sighting started as the pilots spotled "a very 
bright star'' 40 kilornetres from the ground. After a 
while a cone-l ike streak of l ight emerged from the 
star. The cone hit the wound and later turned to 
point directly towards the aircraft. seeonds later, 
the UFO seemed to head for the airplane at very 
high speed, leaving a greenish cloud behind. 

This observation has Iong been though of as a 
genuine UFO report, but it is now clear that what 
the crew observed was the launching of a racket. 
The description fits exactly with how the firing of a 
racket boaster should look l ike, and there are 
several similar observations for comparisons. 

The impression that the UFO was closing in on 
the aircraft was created by the enormous gas 
cloud that was ejected from the racket during the 
ascent, and shortly before it turned northeast. 

- We have identified this racket and everything 
fits with the observation reports, says professor 
Chernouss. 

Voronezh and Petrozavosk 

- We have also investigated the wellknown 
Voronezh sighting (September 1 989) , where some 
kids saw a bright "craft", and later some creatures 
on the ground . The time of the sighting, and the 
direction of the observed craft, coincides precisely 
with a racket experiment that was taking place at 
Volgograd . 

The most wel lknown incident, however, of a 
racket launch confusing people is the 
"Petrozavodsk jel lyfish UFO"� of September 20, 
1 977. This event coincides on the very minute with 
the launching of spy satel l ite Kosmos 955 from the 
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Plesetsk cosmodrome south of Archangelsk. 
James Oberg, in his book "UFOs & outer space 

mysteries" (Donning 1 982) , shows this earrelation 
very clearly, and even publishes a pciture taken 
from Finland of the incident. In this picture, taken 
by Jukka M ikkola, one sees the first arms of the 
jel lyfish form. 

At our meeting professor Chernouss showed 
additional pictures taken by three independent all­
sky cameras on the night of the Petrozavodsk 
incident. On the pictures from Sodankylä, in 
Finland, it is possible to follow the contrai ls of the 
Kosmos 955 boaster evolving into a g iant jellyfish. 
The first picture was taken at 04.04 hours and is 
mostly covered with a bright aurora, but three 
minutes later the jellyfish is clearly visible. On the 
last picture, taken 04.08, nearly 1 5  per cent of the 
entire sky is covered by the jel lyfish. 

On another set of pictures, from Archangelsk, 
we can see how the racket exhaust, in less than 
one minute - between 04.04 and 04.05 -
"explodes" into g igantic proportions, from having 
been a minor speck of light. The time, and al l  
descriptions of the "UFO", fit exactly with al l  
pictures taken of the space shot. 

The Russian Academy "UFO group" have their 
archives in Moscow and also have access to 
mil itary reports. In one case the g roup was able to 
explain a film taken by a Baltic fighter pilot as 
being a scientific ballcon from the Esrange 
satellite surveillance station outside Kiruna, in 
northern Sweden . The film was classified, but the 
group got access to it, and found the explanation .  

The private UFO g roups 

Professor Chernouss is disappointed with the 
quality of Russian UFO groups, and indicates that 
most of them are mo re interested in getting money 
from dubious publications,  than in the 
investigation of cases. 

UFOs are big business in the former Soviet 
republics. Books and magazines sell very weil .  A 
recent book, published in Esthonia, sold its first 
20.000 copies in no time and is now out of print. 

- We have tried to cooperate with the groups, 
but most of them don't l ike our approach to the 
subject. For many of them UFOs are "food for the 
brain", and they really don't want to find 
explanations. 

The last two or three years , with an increasing 
freedom of the press, and "perestrojka" making the 
society more open , newspapers and other media 
in the former Soviet Union have started to print 
one incredible story after the other. Last summer 
l met with professor Oleg Yakovlev, a geochemist 
and expert on the surfaces of the planets, at an 
exhibition in Stockholm. Professor Yakovlev 



contirmed that the press seemed to have lost al l  
centroi of the stories printed , and that nothing was 
weird enough to be left out. 

This has led to many obvious fabrications being 
printed without any follow-ups at al l .  Same of the 
stories scen reach the west as true accounts of 
UFOs. 

Hopefully, the contacts now made between 
UFO-Sweden , Archives for UFO Research, and the 
Russian scientists will enable us to get more 
reliable information, and to check interesting 
cases. 
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This cooperation will also be a great help in  
identifying the many racket launces from the 
Plesetsk cosmodrome that are often observed 
from Sweden (the l ights can be seen more than 
1 .000 kilometres) , and mistaken for UFOs. A joint 
l ist of suspected , previous, sightings in this 
category is being prepared, and continually up­
dated , in cooperation between researchers from 
Sweden, Finland,  the United States (James Oberg) 
and the republics of the former Soviet Union . 

AFU Newsletter 36 

Howard Menger - master of contradietians 
by Clas Svahn & Håkan Blomqvist 

Contactee Howard Menger talked before an 
audience in Stockholm on January 30, 1 992. Two 
days before, he had a press conference resulting 
in several articles, interviews on radio and a TV 
feature. The Menger visit was organized by, 
among others, Sten Lindgren (himself a contactee 
and formerly the administrator of Project URD) and 
Bertil Kuhlemann (ex-chairman of ICUR) . 

Howard Menger was· dressed in a neat suit. 
Same 400 people attended, tempted by the passi­
bil ity of meeting sameene who claims to be in 
centact with people from outer s pace. Beside h im, 
his wife Connie steadfastly supported h im.  The 
visit to Sweden was part of a promotion tour for 
the Mengers recent book, "The High Bridge in­
cident". 

Menger has been one of the most (in)famous 
contactees after his book "From outer space to 
you" was publ ished in 1 959. 

The talk was i l lustrated by sl ides, most of them 
wrongly exposed. Menger claims he visited the 
Moon as early as 1 956. He could walk around 
freely on the surface, without any protection , 
breathing the fresh atmosphere. As he landed on 
the Moon he saw large cupolas where Russians, 
Americans, Swedes (!) and other nationalities 
warked in cooperation with Brothers and Sisters 
from space, he announced with certainty. 

lt is only after American researchers discovered 
"the face on Mars", in the 80's ,  that Menger claims 
to have seen the same, while on tour in space. 

- You are so beautiful !  l love you Swedes ! You 
look l ike the extraterrestrials,  Menger preached 
during the press conference as weil as in his talk .  

The talk developed inte a pathetic show with 
sometimes a religious "hallelujah"-l ikeatmosphere. 
Menger inspired no confidence, seemed confused, 
and had constantly to be prompted by his wife. 

Menger repeatedly talked about his saucer 
construction , a d isc propelled by "electromagnetic 
gravitation" .  The first prototype erashed in 1 951 

and the seeond isn't ready yet. Menger showed a 
video of his experiments, which impressed same 
in the audience, but a physicist from the Royal 
Technical High School of Stockholm said the film 
showed wel lknown experiments they often perform 
at the School . 

- l don't know, myself, how it works, maybe it's 
antigravitation,  maybe same other propulsion , 
Menger said . 

If you believe in Menger you must d iscard all 
other contactees . To bel ieve in them all you have 
to make g igantics leaps of logic. But most people 
in the audience didn't question him, they just 
wanted a rel igious message so that they could 
sleep weil in the night .  

Menger d idn't mention his earl ier claim to have 
been the victim of a Pentagen experiment to test 
the psychological reactions to contacts with outer 
space. In the 1 960's Menger even cal led his book 
"fact-fantasy", something he doesn't want to hear 
about in 1 992. 

Menger is a master of contradiction . In  the 80's 
he withdrew his statements about visitors from 
Venus, Mars, etc. lnstead, they were "brothers 
from the other side" or ''the visiters". Now he's 
back in business with space people and h is 
voyage to the Moon. 

In the autumn 1 979 issue of True magazine 
Menger advertised a tal isman that would bring 
happiness and money to the buyer. Menger does 
not want to hear about this episode in his career. 
He biames "a hoaxer" to have published the ad in 
his name. That does not hold water since buyers 
were explicitely asked to make their checks pay­
able to "Howard Menger". 

Menger sold a cheap rel igious ,  occult and 
conservalive message. "Love God ,  the nation and 
president Bush", and you wil l  do weil .  Som e left 
before the show was over. Among the few that 
seemingly regarded Menger as a genuine and 
honest contactee were the organizers. 
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General Doalittle and the ghost rockets 
by Anders Liljegren 

On Tuesday Aug ust 20, 1 946, General Ja mes H .  
Doollttle a rrlved a t  the Bromma airport o f  stock­
hol m. H is visit to Sweden has been a subject of 
much speculation In ufolog y. l t has been surmi­
sed that Doollttle's arrival was somehow con­
nected to American lntel l igence interest In the 
appearance over Sweden of the mysterlous 
"ghost rockats", that summer. Doollttle's role in 
the 1 946 d ra ma has even promoted him to a 
position as one of the possible seerat members 
of a MJ-1 2-IIke high level UFO study g roup. 

General Doclittle was one of the most well­
known mi l itary stars , fostered by WWI I .  Doclittle 
planned and commanded Americanfall ied bomb 
raids over Africa, ltaly, Germany and Japan. "His 
expansive character and aggresiveness won the 
loyalty of his men, and concealed a shrewd 
tactician,  skil led and persuasive", says one bibl io­
graphical d ictionary. Doolittle was wellknown , even 
in Sweden , as the American who in itialed the first 
30 seeonds American bomber strike on Tokyo in 
1 942. His visit to Sweden eaused first-page articles 
in leading Swedish newspapers . 

Afterdemobi- .----___;____;_ _______ __, 

l i za t i o n  t h e  
general had, 
since about six 
months, taken 
on the position 
as vice presi­
dent of the 
Shell oil com­
pany, where he 
had previously 
been an em­
ployee, during 
a ten year 
period between 
the wars . The 
official reason 
for the two­
night stay in 
Stockholm was 
to confer with 
his colleagues 
of S w e d i s h  
Shel l ,  selling oil 

"Doolittle, world famous air general, 

who will arrive in Stockholm 

tomorrow' (From "Expressen", 

August 1 9, 1 946). 

and gasoline and discussing mutual problems. 
Doclittle continued to Copenhagen on Thursday, 
Aug . 22. That his trip would have a connection 

with the ghost rockets was emphatically denied by 
the management of Swedish Shell .  

On the other hand - and this has inspired much 
suspicion - the general was to have an evening 
lunch (on Wednesday, August 2 1 )  with general 
Nordenskiöld,  head of the Swedish Air Force, and 
som e other Swedish mil itary high brass. The lunch 
was on Operakällaren, one of the most wellknown 
restaurants in central Stockholm .  But, according to 
on e newspaper the meeting was to d iscuss "mil ita­
ry oil problems", not ghost rockets. 

Doug las Bader 

In Sweden , Doclittle was accompanied by his 
wife and by Douglas Bader, another wellknown air­
ace of the war years. (1 ) Bad er ha d lost both legs 
in a plane crash in 1 931 , then used wooden legs,  
and was therefore refused by the British Royal Air 
Force. After a spectacular air show before an RAF 
audience, Bader finally talked himself into the 
force and became, despite his handicap, one of 
the most skil lful and farnous war fighter pilots. His 
I ife story is a legend in mi l itary and aviation circles. 

In his very interesting biography on Bader, Paul  
Brickhi l l  (2) chronicles the 1 946 period in the 
epilogue: 

In Ju ly 1 946, after six years of military service, 
Bader had gone back to work for the Shell group. 
He was official ly head of Shell 's Aviation Depart­
ment in London. Shell bought a small four-seated 
low-wing Percival Proctor private plane for Bader 
to fly. The Proctor was painted silvery and chris­
tened "Willie Uncle" by Bader, after the last two 
letters in the official registration code: G-AHWU. 
Bader's first job was to fly Doclittle  on a European­
African promotion tour for Shel l .  

The Bader-Dool ittle tour 

Writes Brickh i l l :  
" In August he (Bader) started off on his first trip, 

accompanied by l ieutenant general Doolittle, Shell 
bigwig in the U SA. They were a good company. 
Doclittle was as dynamic as him (Bader), short 
and stocky, with a sense for being a friend with 
everyone from the clerk up to the chairman of the 
board . He won the Schneider cup in 1 926, was 
Americas most farnous pilot and had led the 
farnous carrier-based raid on Tokyo in 1 942, one 
of the war's most daring feats." 



"First stop was Oslo, where they had an audien­
ce with king Haakon . . .  In  stockhalm a radio 
reporter asked him about the most thri l l ing ex­
perience of his I ife, and Bader said : - When l had 
a tour of the Hoylake golf course a few weeks 
aga. Then on to Copenhagen, the Hague and 
Paris and receptions at every place. With Doal ittle 
beside him in the Proctor he flew to Marseille, Nice 
and Rome, over the Mediterramean to Tunis, 
Alger, Tanger and Casablanca." 

"With only one or two days in each place, 
champagne and kindness, the pace of the trip 
took its tal l ,  although Bader never touched the 
champagne . . .  " (Brickhi l l  then tel ls an amusing, but 
Iong, story of Bader fall ing asleep during a dinner 
in Casablanca .. ). "Then on to Lisbon, Madrid and 
Paris and back aga in to West Africa. . .  Down 
through Bordeaux, Perpignan, Barcelona, Tanger, 
Agadir to the steaming heat of Dakar, further on to 
Lagas and Leopoldville in Belgian Conga." 

What a irpla ne? 

The evening newspaper Expressen surmised 
that Doal ittle would arrive in stockhalm "on the 
regu lar Oslo plane" at 1 3.45 hours.  Another paper, 
Stockholms-Tidningen, stat ed (Aug .  2 1 )  t hat Doa­
little and Bader had been delayed by the audience 
with king Haakon, "and arrived on an extra flight 
this afternoon".  

Svenska Dagbladet, ususally a reliable news­
paper, published a Iiveiy description of the lan­
ding, that differs, however, from these sources, 
and from the biography by Brickhi l l :  

" . .  the two arrived at 1 6.20 hours at Bromma in 
"Hellsapoppin", the private plane of the American 
mil itary attache in Oslo. As the Witchcraft landed , 
first an elegant, grey-haired lady jumped out. lt 
was the general 's wife. Then came an American 
officer." 

At this moment one must stop and ask: Was 
there something wrong with the Proctor plane? 
Could the officer that jumped out of the plane 
(Doolittle and Bader were both in civilian clothes) , 
have been the American attache in Oslo who, for 
same reason, had lent his plane to Bader/Doolitt­
le . .  ? Anyway, Svenska Dagbladet continued their 
painted picture of the reception : 

"The photographers flashlights popped, but it 
wasn't Doolittle. Only a while later did he come 
out, a middle-aged rather small but stocky man in 
a blue costume and gray felt hat. When one asks 
him to l ift his hat and wave to the photo­
graphers . . .  he says with a bri l l iant smile " l 'm not a 
very good actor" , and disappears in a waiting ear." 
(3) 

Expressen further speculated that a Iot of "gold­
laced dignitaries" would be present at the airport. 
This may have been the truth. A sign in that 
direction is that "the ghost racket committee" 
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(headed by Colonel Bengt Jacobsson) , on  just 
one day's notice postponed it's planned meeting 
at 1 4.00 hours on Tuesday, August 20, until the 
following Friday, August 23. Possibly same of the 
colonels of the committee were present at Brom­
ma airport, but this is mere speculation. 

The Shell oil company was reportedly represen­
ted at Bromma by it's Swedish d irector K. Holt­
huis, and the Shell principal manager for Scandi­
navia, director C. Lejdström. The American em­
bassy was represented by the mil itary attache 
Brigadier General Alfred A. Kessler and a "Major 
Cornrade" (3) (this could be S.W.Connelly, assis­
tant mil itary attache at this time - AL) . 

General Sarnoff 

The New York Times (3) connected the Doolitt­
le-Bader visit with yet another war-star's arrival in 
Stockholm on that very same day, August 20. 

General David Sarnoff, president of the Radio 
Corporation of America (RCA) , and former mern­
ber of Eisenhower' s war staff, arrived independent­
ly of Doolittle/Bader, in the company of his secre­
tary, Mr. Moore and RCA's Scandinavian repre­
sentative, Mr. Matcen . According to Svenska 
Dagbladet the company arrived by regu lar plane 
from Oslo in the morning of August 20. 

White Doalittle was at the beglnnlng of a m onth­
ly business tour, Sarnoff was at the end of his 
European tour, which had started out on July 1 5. 

Sarnoff returned for London and New York on the 
Friday, August 23. 

Sarnoff was a pioneer in the field of electronics, 
whose fame started when as a young telegrapher 
he picked up the S.O.S.  from the sinking Titanie in 
1 9 1 2. Sarnoff founded a giant electronic and 
media empire that included RCA and NBC. (4) 

The three mil itary aces (Doolittle, Bader and 
Sarnoff) were portrayed as a group by several 
Stockholm newspapers on August 2 1 , so they 
must have gotten tagether in Stockholm .  Svenska 
Dagbladet reported that Doalittle had an evening 
press conference on Strand Hotel in central 
Stockholm,  and this is probably where the group 
photos were taken. 

The New York Times reported that Colonel 
Kempff, head of the Defence Staff, was "extremely 
interested in asking the two generals advice (on 
the ghost rackets) and, if possible, would place al l  
available reports before them." (5) 

Doalittle stated to Stockholms-Tidn ingen: 
- We are not here for any military negotiations, 

only for our company. Of course we would l ike to 
sta y in Sweden m are than two days, b ut. . .  May be 
l would be a bl e to see one of the renowned g h ost 
bombs. Naturally, l don't know anything about 
them, but l would be g lad if l did. (6) 

More bold was Sarnoff, according to Morgon­
Tidningen: 



- l have read same about the ghost bombs in 
the press. lt would be easy to confirm their origin , 
by radio-technical means, and if the Swedish state 
would use my services l wouldn't hesitate. But l 
suspect they have their own experts and wil l  not 
divulge any of their resu lts. l._- Flyghjältar på affärsvisit i Stockholm: � 

"Visa m i g bara en spökrake t, 

1 ska jag säga z:ar den startat "  

"Air heroes on business trlp to Stockholm: 'Just show me 
a ghost rocket, and l will tell your where it started from' 

From left to right: Doolittle, Sarnoff (seated) and Bader. 

Sarnoff said he was in Sweden . .  "to make con­
tacts with Swedish men in the radio business. We 
are planning a d istribution centre in Sweden ."  (7) 

To Svenska Dagbladet he said that he was here 
to investigate which of his company's new in­
ventions (television was ene, radar another) that 
would be of use to Europeans. (3) 

lt must be remembered that these visits to 
Sweden were no unusual occurrences in 1 946. 
lndustrial ,  trade and political delegations arrived 
almost daily in the summer of 1 946. Sweden had 
proclaimed neutral ity and had managed - tip-toe 
on a string - to stay out of WWII .  Sweden headed 
for the post-war era with an undamaged, fairly 
modern industry, that would eventually evolve inta 
world-wide cancerns such as Volvo, Electrolux, 
SAAB, Ericsson and Asea. Sw9den had started to 
build a !arge air force, that eventually became the 
4th largest in the world by the early 50's .  The 
planes were largely "home-made" (by SAAB) . Thus 
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there was every reason for having trade talks with 
Swedish men of power: industrial ists, technicians, 
mi l itary men , and politicians. 

The Kempff letter 

Researching the ghost racket phenomenon at 
various Stockholm archives Clas Svahn and l 
found two interesting documents that east new 
l ight, and doubt, on the Doclittle and Sarnoff 
involvment with "ghost rackets". One of these 
documents was found at the War Archives in 
Stockholm,  in a box of correspondence between 
the foreign seetian of the Defence Staff and the 
Swedish mi l itary attachees in Washington. (8) 

The letter was written to Colonel Arvid Eriksson, 
Swedish mil itary attache in Washington, just nine 
days after the Dool ittle-Nordenskiöld dinner at 
Operakällaren.  

Author of the document was Colonel Curt 
Kempff (interviewed by the New York Times 
above) , who headed the foreign seetian (attaches, 
espionage, etc) of the Defence Staff's Section I l  
since October 1 943. One of Kempff's duties was 
to keep up the routine "hand letters corresponden­
ce" with Swedish military attaches around the 
world . l will translate the letter in it's entirety: 

Stockholm, the 30th of August, 1946. 
Hb 484 

Brother, 

About a week ago there was a strange in­
cident, about which l feel l shou/d inform you. 

As you no doubt have seen in the newspapers 
the American General Doo/ittle, and another 
high-ranking officer, visited Stockholm for 
commercial reasons a while ago. l was then 
acting as Chief of the Defence Staff. One eve­
ning immediately alter the arriva/ of these 
gentiemen l was ca/led on the telephone by an 
American journalist in Stockholm (l did not 
catch his name with certainty, but l believe it 
was Axelson of the Washington Post) who said 
that he knew that general D. very much would 
like to put his experience concerning rocket 
missiles at the disposal of Swedish authorities, 
especially in view of the current ghost bomb 
affair. l answered that l wou/d investigate the 
possibilities of making a contact and asked him 
to ca/l me back the next day. 

The next day l spoke to Air Force General 
Nordenskiöld and he to/d me that on that same 
day he would have dinner with D., thus it was 
superbly litting for D. to convey his views on 
this occasion. When, about an hour later, l was 
ca/led up by the American journalist l to/d him 
that N. and D. wou/d meet at a dinner and the 
desired contact cou/d thus be established. 



A few days later l learned that N. had asked 
D. at the dinner whether he had anything to say, 
but had, to his surprise, gotten the answer that 
D. had no viewpoints at all to give us in this 
matter. l then took the incident as a sign of an 
enterprising American journalist's zealousness 
in connection with the visit. 

The affair wasn't over with this, however. The 
other day l had a visit from the acting British 
military attache here, major de Salis, who 
showed me the transcript of a despatch from 
his colleague in Washington. In this l read - with 
my own eyes - that according to some informa­
tion general D. wou/d have contacted the acting 
Chief of the Defence Staff, that's me, and at that 
occasion given us som e information concerning 
the racket missile issue. De Salis now wonde­
red what was true about this and whether he 
cou/d have part of this valuable briefing. l 
answered by relating the course of events 
destribed above. 

With best wishes 
Isignedi C. Kempff 

This confidential letter, written in trust to the 
Swed ish military attache in Washington, a nd 
probably sent through diplomatic channels, 
carries inside information from the Swedish 
millta ry headquartersa bout Doollttle's supertici­
al knowledge and interest in the g host rockets, 
a low-key interest which would be atypical of a n  
intell lgence m a n  sent out on a mission to 
collect val uable information. 

The Rydbeck letter 

Another letter, in similar spirit, was found at the 
National Archives. (9) lt was written on Aug . 22 by 
Olof Rydbeck, ambassader at the legation of 
Sweden in Washington (later wellknown as the 
head of the Swedish broadcasting corporation) , to 
the counsellor of legation Dahlman at the Swedish 
ministry of foreign affairs (state department) . A 
copy of the letter arrived at Kempff's office in late 
August. 

Washington, August 22, 1 946. 

Brother, 

General Doolitt/e's and now a/so General 
Sarnoff's visits to Sweden have been noted by 
several newspapers and eaused a number of 
questions from newspapers and news agencies. 
We have denied that the visit shou/d have been 
inspired from the Swedish side, due to the 
racket bombs. According to several of the 
questioners, the War Department (in Washing­
ton - AL) had a/so stated that they had no 
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know/edge of any connection between the 
genera/'s voyages and the mysterious bombs. 

According to yesterdays New York Times the 
Defence Staff Colonel Kempff wou/d have said 
he was urgent to eonsu/t with the two American 
experts. Todays issue of the newspaper reports 
that Doo/itt/e has met the head of the Air Force. 
At the same time a telegram from London is 
published according to which English radar 
materials are being demonstrated to Swedish 
buyers. The cited clippings are ene/osed. 

Sincerely, 
Isignedi Olof Rydbeck 

If there was any truth to the rumours about an 
active exchange of information between Swedish 
authorities and two semi-mil itary American gene­
rals ,  both seemingly out of active duty, this would 
be indicated by the Confidentlal and Secret Swe­
dish correspondence files we have gone through, 
particularly the formerly Secret attache corre­
spondence files. The files we have searched 
contain attache contacts with the USA, UK, the 
Soviet Union, and other countries. 

On one hand, sending two high-profile ex­
generals on widely reported visits to Sweden 
would be completely out of I ine with intelligence 
operating procedures. Qn the other hand, there 
are d irect traces of the more reg ular day-by-day 
question-and-answer contacts at the mil itary, 
attache level of intelligence. Detailed questions 
asked by American intel ligence (the mil itary atta­
che in Stockholm) were duly answered by mem­
bers of the Swedish "space projectile" committee 
in the summer and autumn period of 1 946. 

On June 20, 1 947 (four days before the Kenneth 
Arnold sighting) , the Swedish Defence Staff sent 
it' s  attache in Washington, Colonel Arvid Eriksson, 
excerpts from the final Secret ghost rocket report 
prepared by the Staff in December 1 946. ( 10) 

Seemingly, this information did not reach Ameri­
can authorities, who once again, in the wake of 
the summer 1 947 wave of discs (and also many 
rocket-likeobjects . .  ! ! )  questioned Swedish authori­
ties for more complete information. A watered­
down version of the final Secret report was recei­
ved by the US attachees in Stockholm in Sep­
tember 1 947, translatad and sent to American 
intelligence agencies. (1 1 )  

The Doolittle-Sarnoff connection was evidently a 
media product. Colonel Kempff complained in 
another letter to Colonel Eriksson in Washington 
about a Mr. Sieburg ,  earrespondent of Time and 
Life magazines who visited the Defence Staff to 
d iscuss the g h ost rockets. Sieburg had difficulty to 
understand that no hard traces had been pro­
duced by the phenomenon. 

Kempff had refered Sieburg to Major Nils Ahl­
gren, who headed the day-by-day routine investi-



gations, but suspected that "someth ing indiscreet" 
would appear in Time or Life. ( 1 2) 

Was Doollttle into UFOs? 

Docl ittle has, since 1 946, become a popular 
figure in conspiracy theories. Suspicions have also 
centered on Sarnoff. stanton Friadman found a 
letter, at the Harry S.Truman Library, an invitation 
for Sarnoff to meet president Truman on Sept. 25, 
1 946. What was discussed at that meeting? Sar­
noffs visit to Sweden? ( 13) 

During a speech at New York's Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel on Sept. 30, Sarnoff said he was convinced 
that the ghost rackets was no myth but real 
missiles. ( 14) Friedman speculates that Doclittle 
or Sarnoff wrote a report on the ghost rackets for 
"at Jeast Eisenhower then Chief of Staff'. ( 1 5) 

William L. Moore and Citizens Against UFO 
Secrecy have bot h traced copies of the 9 January, 
1 947, issue of "lntel l igence Review'', that put 
doubts on the reporting about Doolittle: 

"The Scandinavian press, with the exception of 
the Gommunist papers, initially reported the 
incidents in some detail and openly attributed 
them to missilas fired by the U.S .S .R . . . .  The Com­
munist press has continued to ridicule the matter . . .  
In  fact, a charge was made that they came from 
the United States and t�at Gen. Docl ittle was sent 
over to obsarve the effects of the missiles ! "  ( 1 6) 

Rosweil and MJ-1 2 

Doolittle, in 1 947 back in mil itary duty, has been 
reported, by ene of Leonard Stringfield's sources, 
as ene of the ''top Air Force generals" to have 
flown in and out of New Mexico in Ju ly 1 947, 
seemingly in connection with the Rosweil crash . 
Another of Stringfields sources s peke of "a special 
intelligence organization" to investigate the WWII 
foo fighters, "headed by Doolittle, maybe." (1 7) 

William L. Moore also reports some high-level 
meetings on July 9-10 ,  1 947 - immediately after 
the Rosweil crash,  where generals Vandenburg 
and Docl ittle took part. They met with Air Force 
Secretary Stewart Syrnington and president Tru­
man . For what purpose? ( 1 8) 

Further, Loren Gross found a 1 952 BlueBook 
document where General Doclittle was suggested 
as a member of a amall "High Level Advisory 
Committee" to oversee and counsel UFO research 
at A TIC, if Project Bluebook was to be expanded. 
( 19) 

Stanton Friadman has made further attempts to 
involve Doclittle with high-level UFO research . In  
h is  "Final report on Operation Majastic 1 2" ,  Fried­
man l inks Doclittle to general Twining, Detlev 
Bronk, and other claimed menibers of the super­
seerat MJ- 1 2  committee. Friadman reports that 
Doclittle in 1 948 became a member of the board 
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of NACA (the forarunner of NASA) , and NACA:s 
chairman in 1 956. In 1 953 he headed Projaet 
Solarium a Top Secret task force directed against 
the Soviet Union . Doclittle was "ene of the first 
recipients of a PhD in Aeronatutics (from MIT 
where (Vannevar) Bush was a dean)."  (20) 

Doolittle denials 

In  an October 1 981  interview with Moore, Doa­
l ittle stated that he was "unable to recal l  the exact 
purpose of h is visit to Stockholm". He was ,  howe­
ver, able to produce copies of his trave! itineraries 
containing the precise details of h is trips as weil 
as stopover points both before and after h is arrival 
in Sweden. Doclittle also admitted that he "pro­
bably submitted a report" on the results of his 
"European activities" to the "proper authorities" 
upon his return, but no copy of such a report has 
ever surfaced . 

Moore noted "no mention of the Doolittle-Sarnoff 
visit in the large fil e of official cables which passed 
between the American embassy at Stockholm and 
the State Department in Washington. If the gene­
rals' visit was as "routine" as some at the time tried 
to make it appear, then the absence of official 
diplomatic communications on the subject is most 
unusual", wrote Moore. (21 )  

Moore may be right, but there is a much more 
I ikely explanation for the silence: that Doclittle was 
on a purely civi l ian , commercial tour and had no 
active interest or connection to the ghost rocket 
investigations. 

A co-worker of Moore, Hal Starr, commented on 
Moore' s article that ''the General told me a couple 
of years before (Moore's) interview with him: "l 
never went to Sweden to investigate so-called 
ghost rockets which some people claimed were 
flying saucers."  This in spite of the fact that his trip 
and its purpose were reported in major newspa­
pers all over the world . "  (22) 

This statement by Doclittle is interesting , howe­
ver, if taken in a literal sense. Doclittle does not 
deny going to Sweden, which obviously he did ! ,  
but denies investigating ghost rockets. That view 
compares weil with the Curt Kempff Jetter found at 
the Stockholm War Archives. 

Another activist to centact Docl ittle was Barry J.  
Greenwood,  of Citizens Against UFO Secrecy 
(CAUS) . On August 29, 1 984 Doclittle responded: 

Dear Mr. Greenwood, 

l have no firm knowledge of actual rockats or 
"ghost rackets" in Sweden. Did know, of course, 
that various hypotheses were being bandiad 
about - targe/y by the press. 

Every good wish. Very sincerely, 
Isignedi J. H. Doo/ittle 



Greenwood commented: "The question now is 
was Doolittle's trip to Sweden for a "ghost racket" 
investigation, or was the story a journal istic blun­
der?" (23) 

Greenwood, one of the sanest voices in the 
American ufological wilderness, hits the nail on its 
head with that statement As has been demonstra­
ted in this article, there is absolutely no evidence, 
from Swedish sources, of Doolittle's supposed 
interest in the ghost rackets. Doalittle may have 
truthfully stated this fact to various ufologists, but 
wil l  they bel ieve him? 

Notas: 
1 .  Expressen, Aug. 19, 1946 
2. Paul Brickhil l :  Reach for the Sky. '1954. The English 
translation was made from the Swedish edition, "Han 
gav sig aldrig". The British original edition is not in our 
possession. 
3. Svenska Dagbladet, Aug. 21, 1946. 
4. Sandra Hochmann & Sybil Wong: Satellite Spies. 
1 976. pp. 137, 1 48. 
5. The New York Times, Aug. 20, 1946 
6. stockholms-Tidningen, Aug. 21, 1946. 
7. Morgon Tidningen, Aug. 21, 1 946. 
8. Defence Staff (Försvarsstaben): Foreign Section, Bl: 1, 
volume 1. War Archives, Stockholm. 
9. Ministry of Foreign Attairs (Utrikesdepartementet): 
Dossier, volume 1490. National Archives, Stockholm. 
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1 O. Letters from G. Tham to Arvid Eriksson, May 16 and 
June 20, 1947. (Defence Staff: Foreign Section). 
1 1. Don Berliner: The ghost rackets of Sweden. Official 
UFO, October 1 976. Berliner found the document at the 
Smithsonian lnstitution's National Air & Space Museum. 
1 2. Letter from Curt Kempff to Arvid Eriksson, Sept 20, 
1 946. (Defence Staff: Foreign Section). 
13. Copy of telegram from Matthew J. Connolley, The 
White House, to Sarnoff, Sept 1 6, 1 946. (Truman 
Memorial Library). 
14. New York Times, Oct 1 ,  1 946. 
15. Letter to the author from Stanton T.Friedman, Oct. 
7, 1982. 
16. "lntelligence Review'', Number 47, 9 Jan 1 947, 
lntelligence Division, WDGS, War Department, Washing­
ton D.C. Found by Moore at the Harry S. Truman 
Library, Naval Aide files, and obtained by CAUS from 
the Air Force's historical center. 
1 7. Leonard H. Stringfield: UFO crash/retrievals: the 
inner sanctum. status report VI. 1991 . pp. 22-24, 28 and 
3 1 .  
1 8. 1 982 MUFON symposium proceedings, pp. 1 00-101 . 
1 9. Loren Gross: UFO's a history. 1 952: November­
December, p. 85. 
20. Stanton T. Friedman: Final report on Operation 
Majestic 1 2. 1 990. pp. 1 1  and 28. 
21. William L.Moore: New data on the ghost rackets. 
Focus, vol. l, no. 3, May 31, 1 985. 
22. Focus (W.L.Moore), vol. l, no. 6, Aug. 1 985. 
23. Barry J. Greenwood: Doalittle comments on "ghost 
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Thirteen witnesses saw Lake storsjön monster 

On April 29, 1 992, thirteen pupil at the AM U 
school in Östersund got a shock. In the morning 
hours the class was visiting a bridge-under-con­
struetian on the island of Frösön in Lake Storsjön , 
the mid-Swedish lake farnous for it's lake monster. 
Suddenly one of the guys in the group cried out. 
He tald the others to look at the waterl ine same 
200 meters from shore. Something huge rase out 
of the water. lt was 8-1 0  meters Iong and had a 
head as weil as a tai l .  

- l have always said that this about the monster 
was only tales, but now l saw it with my own eyes, 
sa id Hans Söderman,  one of the witnesses. lt was 
a shock to me. 

The group stood petrified Iaoking at the monster 
that moved on the water for about 1 5  seconds. A 
man with a camera was too slow and missed the 
chance of a lifetime. One of the female spectators 
sketched the monster, the drawing was approved 
by all thirteen. The monster was also seen by 
several workers on the bridge-construction. 

- This is the first time anyone sees the monster 

������ 
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"lt was almost ten metras Iong and had a head and 
a tail". One of the female witnesses made this 
sketch, which was approved by the others. 

as early as in Apri l ,  stated Sten Rentzhog, a local 
historian .  Except for the surroundings of the 
bridge the lake was covered with ice. Now Rentz­
haug and wel lknown Swedish folklorist Jan-Öjvind 
Swahn are planning a scientific study of all sigh­
tings of the monster. Until the mid-1 980's the mon­
ster was regularly sighted 3-4 times each summer. 

Source: Aftonbladet, Stockholm,  April 30, 1 992. 
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The 1 992 crop circles in England 
by Clas Svahn 

AFU:s Clas Sva hn has visited Eng l a nd a nd 
Eng lish circle sites in 1 988, 1 991 , a nd this year. 
Here is a report from his recent trip. 

Another summer has passed and the crop circle 
phenomenon is still a mystery. Fewer circles we re 
spotted this year than in 1 991 and the formations 
were less complex. New signs of hoaxing can be 
seen, but no new hoaxers have stepped forward 
since Doug Bower and Dave Chorley last year. 

The English corn circles debate becomes more 
and more complex, mostly because very few, if 
any, researchers have unearthed any solid facts to 
discuss. 

Money has become the number one concern 
for many of the circle "researchers". Sel l ing 
dubious books, postcards and other circle 
paraphernalia tend to be more important than 
investigating the real phenomenon (hopefully there 
is one) . Thousands of pounds sh ift pockets in this 
circus. Som e "research ers" even arrange trips from 
USA to England ,  six f(IOnths in advance. How 
could they know that there wil l  be circles? And 
what will they do if the circles fai l  to show up? 

The l iterature 

Due to the lack of hard data and objective 
researchers, circle investigations are often made 
without proper knowled ge of the ma ny techniques 
of hoaxing that exists. Most writers do not take 
hoaxing seriously but merely make a note of it 
without giving the reader a fair view of this !arge 
part of the phenomenon. 

This is very apparent in the many new books on 
the topic that are publ ished each summer. Very 
few of them discuss hoaxing in depth and few 
pages are devoted to this subject. 

The only magazine on the subject that regularly 
publishes accounts of hoaxes is "The Crop 
Watcher" edited by Paul Fuller. 

lt is not very reassuring to note that speculations 
and wishful l  thinking are taking more and more 
space in books and magazines dealing with the 
crop circles. lnstead, one would l ike to see more 
soberness and objectivity from the different groups 
involved. 

Several new books have been publ ished this 
summer. Andrew Col/ins "The Circle Makers" 
(ABC Books) deals with the subject from a New 
Age point of view, Pat Delgerdos "Crop Circles: 
Conclusive Evidence!" (Bioomsbury) depicts the 
phenomenon in b right colour with a hope from the 

The Crop Watcher 
lssue numl>er lO March/April l991 
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author that the circles will continue to help the 
people of the planet Earth to l ive in love and 
peace, Busty Taylors pamphlet "Crop Circles of 
1 991 " (Beckhampton Books) is crowded with aerial 
s hots of hoaxes without stating this in the text, and 
Alick Bartholomew (editor) with h is "Harbingers of 
World Change" (Gateway Books) heavily leans on 
some Hop i indians claiming the circles to be signs 
of g lobal change. 

All four books treat the phenomenon as if it was 
1 00 percent genuine. Of course they acknowledge 
the Bower and Chorley "intermezzo", but neither of 
the writers seem to realize that today there is no 
way to distinguish between "real" circles and 
hoaxes. 

Terence Meaden 

While the research is getting out of hand, the 
researchers become more and more like New Age 
prophets of the kind we ufologisfs so easily 
recognize. In a British TV appearence in mid-July 
Colin Andrews bluntly stated that "something was 
going to happen" before that months end . 

To this date (August 4, 1 992) the only event 
beyond the ordinary was conducted by Mr  
Andrews himself. T egether with American ufologist 
Steve Grear he organized a laser show in an 
apparent attempt to lure the aliens to 
communicate. The only result was a series of 
lighted balleons sent aloft by local farmers. 

• 



Is this research? 
This sorry state of circle investigation also 

include docter Terence Meaden who has turned 
inte amateur speculations about the origin of 
Stonehenge and the Engl ish megal ite sites, 
instead of investigating circles. Up to the end of 
Ju ly, Mead en ha d not visited a ny of the 1 00 circles 
formed and has stated that h e probably wil l  not do 
any circle research this year. His being made a 
fool of in TV last year - in quite the same way as 
P at Delgado was - affected h im deeply. His books 
"The Goddess of the Stones" and "The 
Stonehenge Solution" (both Souvenir Press, 1 991  
and 1 992) have also put some heat on  the 
meteorologist from Bradford-on-Avon. This time, 
not from circle groups but from professional 
archeologists who do not like his speculations .  

Same ufologists have used Meaden as  an al ibi; 
Meaden, a real scientist, gave the circles and the 
circle groups credibility. But one should not get to 
impressed with Meaden. 

For many years Meaden considered dowsing a 
means of distinguishing "real" circles from hoaxes. 
When a dowser failed and declared an hoaxed 
circle to be real ,  last year, Meaden changed his 
mind. 1 991 and 1 992 Meaden has put more 
energy in prornating himself and his books than 
doing real research . This is too bad since Terence 
Meaden has the knowledge and education to 
make same good science. Hopefu l ly he will do so 
again. 

The 1 992 circle season 

Today, no one can give an answer to the circle 
phenomenon without negleeting vital parts of the 
facts and reports that do exists. Most researchers 
tend to hold on to their pet theories without taking 
others criticism seriously. 

During my visits to England - and from the few 
reports l have investigated here in Sweden - l 
have become more and more disappointed and 
uncertain of there being a real phenomenon 
behind the circles. This summer l visited the 
Lockeridge pictogram just two days after it was 
formed. lt was a beautifully made, but not very 
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complex, pictogram consisting of three circles 
connected with an al ley, on e of the circles 
containing a smal ler circle inside itself. The circle 
laoked real enough after a 40 minutes inspection. 

After visiting the site l spake to circle­
photographer and pilot Busty Taylor and the editor 
of "Crop Watcher" Paul Ful ler. They both told me 
that the pictogram was a hoax and that there 
where witnesses who had seen the perpetraters 
leaving the site. 

A giant "snail" in the field of Alten Priors, just a 
couple of hundred meters from the 1 990 and 1 991 
Alten Barnes pictograms, also seemed very 
suspicious. Ajoint-smoking gentleman with h ippie­
l ike outfit told me that it had formed during heavy 
mist on the early morning of Ju ly 7th while a circle 
watch was being conducted just some hundred 
meters away. After tel l in g me that, h e collected my 
one pound coin and l strolled out inte the filled in 
the company of some other curious visitors. 

Two weeks later, another snail was made in a 
field near stanton St. Bernard just across the road 
from Alten Priors. Obviously the hoaxer had done 
it again . (Or maybe it was a sign from the aliens 
t hat the circle research is going to s low . . .  ) 

During a flight over a large part of Wiltshire 
circle territory l was able to see a dozen 
formations. Very few of them complex. lt is clear 
that the summer of 1 992 - the first since 1 978 
without Mr Bower and Mr Chorley out in the fields 
(if we are to believe them) - has gene back to the 
basics; sing les and ringed circles with very few 
camplex formations. The total amount of circles 
were just over 1 00, the first days of August. This is 
half of last years figures. 

To me all this are indications that some of the 
best hoaxers have withdrawn from the market. 

But others are sti l l  in business. There are 
indications of more than two groups creating 
circles. One circle formation at Cheltenham and 
another at Lincoln where traces of them. 

At least three of the circles that l could see from 
the air had the typical marking of a hoaxer; a tail 
sticking out in a curve. At Lockeridge, which surely 
was a hoax, this tail was obvious, but l have 
pictures of two other sites a few kilometers away 
with the same mark. 

Most hoaxers - l ike some criminals - enjoy 
leaving a sign for the public, and for the 
researchers for that matter, to see. Last year Doug 
and Dave decided to make the DO-sign before 
tel l ing their story to the press. 

This year the press has not been as eager, as in 
1 991 , to publish circle stories. Very few reports 
have made it to print. One story that did make it 
was "The Guardians" British Open Crop Circle 
Competition, held in West Wycombe the night 
between the 1 Hh and 1 2th of Ju ly. Twelwe teams 
made pictograms in the dark of the night for the 
judges to scrutinize in the morning. 



l was impressed with same of the circles, says 
Busty Taylor, one of the judges, to AFU, indicating 
that the abil ity to hoax circles without making 
tracks is higher than expected . 

Other judges said that this competition had 
made them to deal with circles more cautiously in 
the future. 

The Doug Bower interview 

The number one hoaxing-team of them al l ,  
Doug Bower and Dave Chorley, did not attend 
but l and Håkan Ekstrand, vice chairman of 
UFO-Sweden, visited Mr Bower in h is shop in 
Southampton and made an interview a week after 
the competition . 

Mr Bower answered every question but refused 
to show us a map al legely marked to show every 
singel circle site made by him and Mr Chorley 
since 1 978. That would mean between 330 and 
420 sites based on an average of 25-30 a year, as 
stated by Doug Bower during the interview. 

- l will show the map at an other opportun ity, he 
sa id.  

Mr Bower made it very clear that he and Dave 
Chorley d id not make al l  of the circles reported , 
but that he was sure of there being no genuine 
phenomenon behind them . How he could know 
this was never made clear and his statement is of 
course to be treated with much caution. 

Doug Bowers sketches of formations he and Dave 
Chorley claim they made. 

During the 1 hour 1 5  minute interview (of which 
45 minutes was filmed) Doug Bower gave the 
following answers concern ing his and Dave 
Chorleys activities since 1 978: 

1 .  They never del iberately left any signs or 
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tracks behind - except for the 1 99 1  circles where 
the "DO" sign was made. 

2.  They never left any pathways behind. 
3 .  They never used any poles in the center, 

therefore no hales. 
4. The longest trip they made was 1 80 miles 

one way from their home in Southampton in one 
night. 

5 .  They were payed for the "Today" article, but 
not a large sum. 

6 .  The "MBF-Services" copyright was just a 
gimmick made by the newspaper, they learned of 
it as they read the paper. 

7. They plan a book about their hoaxing. 
During the interview Doug Bower said, on 

several occasions, that he was very cancerned 
with the profit-making going on . 

So, is Bower and Chorley the real McCoy? 
Maybe, maybe not. So far no one of them has 

been able to give evidence of making the 
hundreds of circles they claim to have done. We 
know, however, that they can fool circle 
enthusiasts like they faoled Pat Delgado last year. 
Doug Bower says that he remembers every single 
circle they have made during the years, and that 
he wil l  provide a l ist "when the time is right". This 
l ist wil l  include circles not mentioned in any book 
and l ittle known to others than a few researchers. 

The argument will prot?ably go on for a couple 
of more years until the phenomenon takes its 
place among other Fortean phenomena like fall ing 
fish ,  frogs in stone and out of place animals. 

Same of the circles may very weil have been 
made by the same "energy" that l ies behind same 
of the UFO reports. Others may be eaused by 
whirlwinds or same sort of "plasma vortex". All this 
is of course speculation. 

Meanwhile, al l  of us interested in obtaining an 
answer, and not just wild guessings, should try to 
be a little more scientific and less biased. We 
should do what the scientists won't do - research 
the subject objectively. 

Crop circle video 

A copy of the Enalbh lntervlew 
(about 45 mlnutes) can be ordered 
from AFU for 1.150 30.00. Money must 
be payd In advance. The video Is 
copyrigbted and may be used for 
personal use only. 

Contact: AFU, P.O.Boz II027, S-600 II 
No rrköping, Sweden. Payment 
prelerably by IPMO or to Swedish 
giro account 49 07 I4·3· 


